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Making a difference in 2024 - and beyond!
Thanks to your support, we saw an increase in participants served and
total visits for all programs from 2023 to 2024. There also was an
increase in the number of support group sessions and donors who gave
2+ consecutive years. We’re helping people impacted by cancer thrive
and taking the scary out of cancer through social, emotional and
educational support services. Cancer Support Community North Texas
is made up of incredible people with cancer and their families, talented
staff, local partners and supporters, like you. We’re making a big
difference, thanks to you! 
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Cancer survivor: CSCNT ‘resuscitated me’
Aredia Denise Taylor describes fellow participants in CSCNT’s Living with Advanced Cancer support
group as “close-knit brothers and sisters” both in and outside the clubhouse.

“I don’t care what you have going on – you don’t want to miss group,” Aredia says. “We know each
one of us is looking out for the other.”

Diagnosed with multiple myeloma in 2014,
Aredia has been coming to Cancer Support
Community North Texas ever since. She sees
the clubhouse as a second home where she can
come for peace, to read and have fellowship
with other cancer survivors and their families.

 Aredia has benefited from what she calls the
“phenomenal” speakers providing cancer
education, nutrition and other useful
information. She also enjoys CSCNT’s movie
nights, potlucks, gardening, playing games,
walks in the park and more.

Taking her involvement a step further, Aredia
joined the CSCNT Member Advisory Council. 

“I have that longevity at CSCNT and know what cancer survivors are looking for and what we need,”
Aredia shares. “There’s some things the staff may not realize, so that’s why it’s always good to sit
down and talk and bring awareness of what the need is for people who need support.”

Along with advising staff, Aredia says, “I’m like a salesperson for CSCNT, and I don’t sell false hope.
I’ve encouraged a lot of people to come.”

When she was first diagnosed in 2014, Aredia read that the life expectancy for multiple myeloma
was three to five years. “It took my breath away,” she says. “I felt like an elephant was standing on
my chest. CSCNT resuscitated me. It has allowed me to breathe. I want to keep on breathing.”

Aredia adds that CSCNT has been with her during dark hours when she felt she couldn’t do this
anymore. She credits CSCNT for being an “avenue that has allowed me to make it as long as I have
with my diagnosis. I don’t want to imagine walking this journey without CSCNT.”

Aredia Denise Taylor, right, enjoys a CSCNT holiday party 
with Claire Douglas and Carol Schmidt
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CSCNT donations reach far beyond cancer patients 

Breast cancer survivor Wanda Tooker gives to CSCNT in honor of her mother, who died suddenly
from a late-stage cancer. She uses the inheritance she received from her parents for CSCNT gifts as
a meaningful way to utilize these funds. Wanda’s first gift to CSCNT was during North Texas Giving
Day 2024. 

“Donations to CSCNT go further than just the person who has cancer,” Wanda says. “It also helps
their families. Everyone who receives help can then support others in similar circumstances. The
impact grows and is significant.” 

Cancer survivor and CSCNT donor Wanda Tooker

Along with becoming a donor, Wanda also has
participated in CSCNT’s Living with Cancer and Life
After Treatment support groups. She is in remission
from breast cancer. 

“With a new cancer diagnosis, people supported us,
but eventually, most walked away,” Wanda shares.
“CSCNT stays with you throughout the whole cancer
journey.” 

Going from the current treatment to post-treatment support groups, Wanda says CSCNT helps her
answer, “I had cancer. Now what?” and to accept her “new normal.” There also are the yearly tests
to check whether the cancer has returned, which gives Wanda and many cancer survivors like her
anxiety – making the Life After Treatment support group essential. Wanda’s group members have a
tight bond and connect with each other outside of group. If she has a medical test coming up, she’ll
receive at least three texts saying they hope it goes well. 

While family members mean well, Wanda says they don’t always know what to say or how to react.
She feels like she can be more open in CSCNT support groups. She also is encouraged by group
members who are living well years after their initial cancer diagnosis. 

“I recommend anyone with a cancer diagnosis to try out the support groups,” Wanda says. “You
might need to share things that are difficult, but know that people will understand the hard times
that you’re going through in a way that people without cancer cannot.” 
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We appreciate your support!
And to the following donors, who gave $1,000+ in 2024:

Corporate

Amegy Bank
AMN Healthcare
Eisai
Grant Thornton LLP
H-E-B/Central Market
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
KJ Custom Screens & 
    Outdoor Living
Medical City Fort Worth
Mercedes-Benz

National “Write Your 
     Congressman,” Inc.
Oncology Nursing Society 
    - Dallas Local Chapter
Primrose School of Westlake at 
    Entrada
Southwest Diagnostic Center 
    for Molecular Imaging
Trimont
Woot.com LLC

Individuals

Foundations

Gerry Altamirano
Don Axley
Angeli Bateman
Evan Black
Robert Bunnett
Deborah and Jay Cassen
Robin and Chuck Corbin
Anne and Jim Crawford
Jill and Harold DeGraff 
Nancy Dembny 
Chip Embrey
Rosemarie and Maynard Ewton, M.D.
Korie Flippo, M.D.
Stefani and Chris Forsythe
Lucy Gildea 
Sarah Graham 
Allison and Dr. Wade Griffin
Manish Gupta, M.D. 
Dr. Amanda and Richard Hartman 
Martha and Doug Hawthorne
Brooke Hopkins 
Joan Hudson
Kristie and Brant Ince
Kevin Keen
Ian Kinsler

Sharon and Haskell Kirkpatrick, M.D.
Mirchelle Louis
Mandi and Kevin McCombs
Chrissy and Mike Metcalf
Janet Moll and David Ashworth
Sandy Nachman
Carol and Sam Pack
Melissa and Duane Pekar
Emma Pierce
Katie Pokorski
Leighanne Romo
Jessica Salcido
Lane Simmons
Nishan Sivathasan
Alfredo Solis
Devang Soni
Courtney and Dustin Sparks
Syndee Stiles
Rhonda and LaMonte Thomas
Wanda Tooker
Amanda Vaughan
Barbara Walker
Laura and Doug Wheat
Leah and Stuart Williams

Alice E. and Joseph C. Blewett Foundation
Communities Foundation of Texas
Dallas Foundation
Doug and Jayne Orr Family Foundation
Git-R-Done Foundation
Junior League of Dallas, Inc. 
Kahn Education Foundation
Lyda Hill Philanthropies
M.B. & Edna Zale Foundation 
Mary Kay Ash Foundation
Rosemary Haggar Vaughan 
    Family Foundation
Stand Up to Cancer
The Theodore & Beulah Beasley Foundation
W.P. & Bulah Luse Foundation 
Woodall Foundation, Inc.

CancerSupportTexas.org

https://cancersupporttexas.org/

